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FRESH LOOKS IN HOME DECOR

Ideas to refresh your place, from window treatments to kitchen overhauls.
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Curtains can soften HOME & DESIGN ere’s a bit of design trivia for you:
aroom or add What can both soften a room and

heft, and the best \/\/I | \/\/I d | 't 't give it welcome heft? What can
rule of thumb for a | y | n OW rea ] | | e n 8 warm up a space and keep it cool? What

noticeable look is o can provide privacy and frame a view?

go big /ﬂ\ !|': -_ e prep a b|+ ’C‘T measur r«!q . aqd If you answered curtains, props to yf)u‘
. : 1 = - gl Good ones do all that and more, while
d geﬁer'{}bS aose Ol {abilc Eidd up 10 Sﬁ\JHSh . looking stylish to boot. Here's a primer on
how to do them right.
By Sarah Coombs First, budget for your window

treatments from the very beginning.

Even off-the-rack options will likely cost
hundreds per window, and custom ones
will tally much more. Curtains also require
rods, rings, brackets, and finials, and all
that metal can really add to the bottom
line. Plus, unless you're an intrepid DIYer,
you'll likely want to hire a handyman

to handle the installation. Older homes

in particular are infamous for being
untrimmed, which can make working with
windows a real chore.

This isn't to say that you need a
professional every step of the way.
Curtains are quite forgiving to design
newbies, provided you remember one
simple rule: Go big. Curtains look best
when hung several inches wider and
taller than the window. This technique
accomplishes three things: it helps to
create the illusion of a larger window;
it maximizes your natural light; and it
also makes your whole room look larger.
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Marsh Interiors
3850 San Pablo Ave., Ste. 104
Emeryville

Tuesday—Friday: 11am-5pm

Saturday 10am-3pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

510-547-7540
www.marshinteriorswindowfashions.com

From glare to glow.

Sunlight, beautifully transformed
with Hunter Douglas window fashions.

HunterDouglas /.czezy,

Manufacturers mail-in rbats offer valid for quakying purchasss made 412418 - 8/27/16 from participating dsalers in the LS. only. Offer excludes Nantuckst™ Window Shadings. a collection of Silhoustte® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the
form of a prepald reward card and mailed within B weeks of rebate claim receipt, Funds do not expire. Sutject to applicable law, & $2.00 rmanthly fee will be assessed against card balencs 7 manths after card issuance and esch month thereafter. Additional
imitations may apply. Ask participating desser for dateiis and rebate form. @ 2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the proparty of Hunter Douglas or their respective cwners. SPG16MEBZ 57509

INAL 1 1 % or mare with rebates on qualifying purchases,
T Save $100 April 12—June 27,2016. Ask for details.
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0, space allowing, hang them about 10 inches
der than the window frame on both sides, and
everal inches higher than the window top.

Now that you know where you're placing
them, it’s time to pick your panels, and here
size is still key. In order for the curtains to look
gracious, you need a good amount of material:
between two and three times the width of
your window. In other words, if your window
is 50 inches wide, you need at least 100 inches
of fabric, or two 50-inch panels. If you have a
really wide window—so common in Craftsmans
and ranches—you'll need to go much bigger.
Some stores like Pottery Barn and Restoration
Hardware carry double-wide panels (usually
about 100 inches or so), or you can have
multiple single panels sewn together to create
the same effect.

Width isn’t your only concern. You've got
length to contend with, too. For the neates
look, you want to have your curtains 55
the floor or float just above it. Shorter than that

7'l bear a striking resemblance to capri
pants: a sporty look on legs, but a sure 3
chintziness on a window.

As you start your hunt, you'll not
curtains come in standard lengths: 84 inches, 96
i s, and 108 inches. Few rooms require a full

, and most are too tall for 84 inches.

to handle it for a reasonable price if you aren'’t
game.

Alittle prep, a bit of measurin
generous dose of fabric: That's all your windows
need to look their best.

Sarah Coombs is an interior designer
Alameda.
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Phillip Fair, Broker Associate

35 Years of Experience

510.719.6406 Direct | 510.339.9290 Office

2077 Mountain Blvd., Oakland | Phillip.Fair@BHGHome.com
hillipFair.com

AIGHLAND PARTNERS

Emmett Eiland’s
Oriental Rug Company

InternetRugs.com

Serving the Bay area since 196
We specialize in Rugs made with Hand-Spun Wool and Natural Dyes.

Our showroom is filled with almost 2,000 carpets, each individually

selected by our expert staff.

1326 Ninth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710  510-526-1087
Monday - Saturday 10 - 5:30, Sunday 12 - 5
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